Special Technology Topics II

Computer Disassembly Instructions

All computers are different.  It is almost impossible to become familiar with every type and form factor of computer.  Only after years of experience will a technician become familiar and comfortable with working on different machine types.  Pay attention and use some common sense to accomplish the task described below.
For this assignment you will disassemble your machine by removing all the components from the chassis. Before removing any component, you are to test the machine and note any errors on startup also note whether the machine boots normally to Windows or comes up in Safe Mode.  Test the CD drive with a CD and test the floppy with a disk to make sure they are working properly.  NOTE we have already done these steps earlier – if you are unsure as to whether the machine works then test it again before disassembly.  You are responsible for a working machine.
As you start removal of the devices and components you should observe the following basic rules and procedures:

1. Follow safety precautions to reduce the risk of electrical shock by unplugging the power cable and properly grounding yourself
2. As a technician be neat, be responsible, and be professional
3. Never force or pry anything inside the case when removing or installing

4. With the chassis removed, use the compressed air to blow the dust out of your machine if needed
5. IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF WHAT TO DO ASK!

6. Remove the front bezel by gently pulling it away from the computer case.  It is pressure fit and you may have to use light to moderate force.

7. Start with the drives (HD, CD, and floppy) and remove the data and power cables.  
8. Remove all drives from the machine (floppy, CD, and hard disk drive).  The drives will slide out of the case by pressing and holding the green lock lever.  Use masking tape to label the cables and tape the mounting screws to the top of each drive
9. Remove any add on cards from their slots by removing any screws and then lift applying even, steady pressure to remove the card from the slot.
10. Unplug the power supply from the motherboard and then remove the power supply unit by locating the (4) screws that hold in place.   These are typically found on the back of the machine.
11. Remove the RAM memory from the motherboard by using the levers located on the side of the RAM modules.  Push down and away from the side of the RAM module to release it from the motherboard.  Note the location and order it was installed in the motherboard.
12. After you have completed the disassembly of the machine – have your instructor verify your work before putting the parts into your cabinet.
13. All components should be placed neatly in the storage cabinet and any screws left over should be placed in the cylindrical container in your tool kit.
